PRIMITIVE RELIGIOUS EMOTION

having ever anywhere begun with aggressive or
tender emotions. Regarding the second reserva-
tion, it should be understood that the making
of Religion requires nothing found in fear that
is not also present in other emotions. If aggres-
sive emotions are not conspicuous at the dawn
of Religion, it is only because it so happens that
the circumstances in which the least cultured
peoples known to us live are such as to keep fear
in the foreground of consciousness. Fear was the
first of the well-organised emotional reactions. It
antedated the human species, and appears to this
day first in the young animal, as well as in the
infant. No doubt, before the protective fear-
reaction could have been established, the lust of
life had worked itself out into aggressive habits,
those for the securing of food, for instance. But
these desires did not, as early as in the case of
fear, give rise to any emotional reaction possess-
ing the constancy, definiteness, and poignancy of
fear. The place of fear in primitive Religion
is, then, due not to its intrinsic qualities, but
simply to circumstances which made it appear
first as a well-organised emotion vitally connected
with the maintenance of life. It is for exactly the
same reason that the dominant emotion in the
relations of uncivilised inen with each other, and
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